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You can use a variety of language to talk about possible 
events in the past, and to indicate whether you agree or 
disagree with speculation.

New language “Might / may / could” in the past

Vocabulary Urban myths

New skill Talking about past possibility

Past possibility

You can use this construction to talk 
about something that you think 
possibly happened in the past.

You can use this construction to talk 
about some thing that possibly did 
not happen in the past.

“Could not” can only be used 
when the speaker is certain that 
something did not happen.

KEY LANGUAGE PAST POSSIBILITY
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LISTEN TO THE AUDIO AND WRITE ANSWERS TO THE QUESTIONS  
IN FULL SENTENCES

Sophie is telling her friend about 
an urban myth that she’s heard. 

CROSS OUT THE INCORRECT WORDS IN EACH SENTENCE
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KEY LANGUAGE REPORTED SPEECH
In reported speech, 
the main verb often 
changes tense to a 
past form. You may 
also need to change  
a time or place 
reference.

In reported open questions, the subject comes 
before the verb and you don’t use a question form.  

In reported closed questions (with a “yes / no” 
answer), you use “if ” or “whether.”

The present simple “don’t” 
becomes past simple “didn’t.”

“These” is replaced by  
the more distant “those.”

REWRITE THE SENTENCES USING REPORTED SPEECH
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READ THE EMAIL AND  
ANSWER THE QUESTIONS

FILL IN THE GAPS USING THE IDIOMS IN THE PANEL

CHECKLIST

 “Might / may / could” in the past   Urban myths   Talking about past possibility  
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